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The Virginia Declaration of Rights, Article One, 12 June 1776 

Transcription 

“That all Men are by nature equally free and In-

dependent and have certain inherent Rights of 

which when they enter into a state of society they 

cannot by any compact deprive or divest their 

Posterity namely the enjoyment of Life and liberty 

with the means of acquiring and possessing 

property and pursuing and obtaining happiness 

and safety.” 
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The Virginia Declaration of Rights, Article One, A draft by Thomas Ludwell Lee, 

1776 

Transcription 

“That all men are born equally free and inde-

pendent, and have certain inherent natural 

rights, of which they cannot by any compact de-

prive or divest their Posterity; among which are 

the Enjoyment of Life and Liberty, with the 

means of acquiring and possessing property, and 

pursuing and obtaining Happiness and Safety.” 
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The Virginia Declaration of Rights, Article One, A draft by George Mason, 1776 
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The Virginia Declaration of Rights, Article One, A draft by George Mason, 1776 

Transcription 

“That all men are created equally free, and inde-

pendent, and have certain Inherent Rights, of 

which they cannot, by any Compact, deprive or 

divest their Posterity;  among which, are the En-

joyment of Life and Liberty, with the means of ac-

quiring and Possessing Property, and pursuing 

and obtaining Happiness and Safety.” 


